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This Art Book with Foreword and annotated reproductions by Maria Tsaneva contains 141
selected drawings and paintings of Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec.Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec is
best notorious as a storyteller of the night life of late 19th century Paris. He used to frequent the
nightclubs and cafés of Montmartre, befriending the dancers and prostitutes, making countless
sketches as they comb their hair or just lie in bed. Toulouse-Lautrec did not picture the world of
the dancers and prostitutes from outside: he just lived in that world. From time to time he rented
a room in a brothel, where he made drawings of the prostitutes and their clientèle. With only a
few strokes Toulouse-Lautrec gives a mood and a character. The men in his paintings, drawings
and posters are often caricatures of power with large protruding chins and noses and big fat
faces. By contrast his women are drawn with much warmth and understanding.



Toulouse-Lautrec: 141 MasterpiecesBy Maria TsanevaFirst EditionCopyright © 2013 by Maria
TsanevaTranslated by Raia Iotova*****Toulouse-Lautrec: 141
Masterpieces*****ForewordToulouse-Lautrec was the son of a wealthy nobleman, a direct
successor of the counts of Toulouse. His eccentric father lived in provincial luxury, hunting with
falcons and collecting exotic weapons.Toulouse-Lautrec fell and broke both legs when he was a
child. His legs did not heal properly; his torso developed normally, but his legs were permanently
deformed. His stunted growth has traditionally been seen as the result of this accident, but more
recently doctors have theorized that it may have been the result of a rare genetic abnormality.He
showed an early gift for drawing. Encouraged by his first teachers, the animal painters Rene
Princeteau and John Lewis Brown, Toulouse-Lautrec decided in 1882 to devote to painting, and
that year he left for Paris, where he studied with Bonnat and Cormon and set up a studio of his
own when he was 21. He settled in Montmartre, where he stayed from then on.Toulouse-Lautrec
habitually stayed out most of the night, frequenting the many entertainment spots about
Montmartre, especially the Moulin Rouge cabaret, and he drank a great deal. His loose living
caught up with him: he suffered a breakdown in 1899, and his mother had him committed to an
asylum at Neuilly. He recovered and set to work again. He died on Sept. 9, 1901, at the family
estate at Malrome.As a youth he was attracted by sporting subjects and admired and was
influenced by the work of Degas. He admired and was influenced by Japanese prints. His own
work is, above all, graphic in nature, the paint never obscuring the strong, original draftsmanship.
He detailed the music halls, circuses, brothels, and cabaret life of Paris with a remarkable
objectivity born, perhaps, of his own isolation. As an observer and recorder of aspects of
working-class women's life and work (washerwomen, prostitutes, dancers, singers) he ranks
with Daumier, Degas, and Manet.His garish and artificial colours, the orange hair and electric
green light of his striking posters, caught the atmosphere of the life they advertised. Toulouse-
Lautrec's technical innovations in colour lithography created a greater freedom and a new
immediacy in poster design. His posters of the dancers and personalities at the Moulin Rouge
cabaret are world renowned and have inspired countless imitations.After a life of enormous
productivity (more than 1,000 paintings, 5,000 drawings, and 350 prints and posters),
debauchery, and alcoholism, Toulouse-Lautrec suffered a mental and physical collapse and died
at the age of 37.An aristocratic, alcoholic dwarf known for his louche lifestyle, Henri de Toulouse-
Lautrec created art that was inseparable from his legendary life. He painted quickly, frequently in
thinned oil paint on unprimed cardboard, using its neutral tone as a design element and
conveying action and atmosphere in a few economical strokes. Japanese prints inspired his
oblique angles of vision, near-abstract shapes, and calligraphic lines. In later years graphic
works took precedence; his paintings were often studies for lithographs.There is a sense of
movement in Toulouse-Lautrec’s drawings of dancers and horses. His dancers appear from a
few twirls and swirls. He does not draw the dancer, but the motions. His lithographs and
sketches of Loie Fuller consist of little more than abstract shapes, in which we can barely detect
a head and a pair of legs. When he was commissioned to make a series of lithographs with a



horse racing theme, The Jockey (1899), Toulouse-Lautrec does not start from an anatomically
correct horse, but tries to capture the strength and speed of the horses in motion. By choosing
this particular viewing angle he puts the viewer as it were on one of the trailing horses.Henri de
Toulouse-Lautrec is best known as a chronicler of the nightlife of late 19th century Paris. He
used to frequent the nightclubs and cafés of Montmartre, befriending the dancers and
prostitutes, making countless sketches as they comb their hair or just lie in bed. Toulouse-
Lautrec did not picture the world of the dancers and prostitutes from outside: he just lived in that
world. From time to time he rented a room in a brothel, where he made drawings of the
prostitutes and their clientele. With only a few pencil strokes Toulouse-Lautrec renders a mood
and a character. The men in his drawings and posters are often caricatures of power with large
protruding chins and noses and big fat faces. By contrast his women are drawn with much
warmth and empathy.PaintingsMadame Juliette Pascal1871, oil on canvasA Dog Cart1880, oil
on canvasCount Alphonse de Toulouse-Lautres Driving his Coach and Four1880, Oil on canvas,
39 x 51 cmLautrec's father, Count Alphonse-Charles-Marie de Toulouse-Lautrec-Monfa is
described as a crotchety eccentric, who was mainly interested in hunting, and who seemed to
love horses, dogs, and falcons more than people. When he realised that his weakling son would
never equal him in riding, hunting, or soldiering, he turned away in disappointment.Hunting
Dog1881, oil on canvas, 33 x 42 cmMadame la Comtesse A. de Toulouse-Loutrec1881-82, oil
on canvasThroughout his life, Lautrec was very close to his caring mother, Countess Adиle, who
repeatedly provided financial support, and he painted her several times in her slightly
melancholy tranquillity.Nude Woman seated on a Divan1882, oil on canvasFeelings of sadness
and disappointment emanate from this painting, which are to become a leitmotif of Lautrec's
work.The Nude Study is an evidence of Lautrec's determination to follow the advice of Bonnat,
his master, who owed his allegiance to the academicists and favoured the simple brush stroke,
quite in the manner of Ingres.Fat Maria1882, Oil on canvas, 81 x 85 cmPortrait of a Child1882,
oil on panel
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